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Art Unit: 1733 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Choi (US 5,976,427), drawn to a process of making a filter media, teaches 
feeding attenuated multiple fibers layers from a spaced orifice zone in a feed 
path to a rotating collector zone in successive lower and upper fibers layers 
(figure 1); Shipp, Jr. et al (US 4,714,647), drawn to a process of making a filter 
media, teaches sequentially melt-blowing thermoplastic fiber layers onto a 
collector zone to form a laminate having fiber size gradient across its depth 
(abstract; figure 1 ); Nishino et al (US 5,628,844) teaches a process of forming an 
absorbent topsheet, the process comprises depositing 1 st attenuated fiber layers 
onto a 1 st rotary collector; feeding the 1 st fiber layers onto a 2 nd collector to form a 
mat, wherein the fibers in the mat comprises fiber layers having different fiber 
dimensions; and then depositing a 2 nd attenuated fiber layer onto the 2 nd collector 
so that, the 2 nd attenuated fiber layer is combined and disposed over the 1 st fiber 
layers (col. 6 lines 3-24; figure 3); however, none of these patents or other 
obtained references, applied individually or in combination, discloses a process 
of making a fiber media in the manner recited in either independent claim 1 or 
claim 13. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sam Chuan C. Yao whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1224. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday with second 
Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on (571) 272-1226. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. _ /l^-" 
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